LEPC Meeting Minutes

Douglas/Sarpy Extension Office

April 1, 2009

At 8:00 A.M. the Douglas County LEPC meeting was called to order by Chairperson Maria Reiter.

Members in attendance included Ted Argintean, Doug Clark, Phyllis Dutton, Lynn Knudtson, Dorothy Lanphier, Jim Nelson, Jon Pieters, Maria Reiter, Gene Siadek and John Young.  Guests included Harold Johnson and Allen Paul from Magellan Pipeline and Tonya Ngotel from NEMA.
A motion was made by Jim Nelson and seconded by Jon Pieters to approve the agenda.  
All were in favor, none opposed and motion carried.

Program Presentation:  Mr. Alan Paul, Pipeline Operations and Area Maintenance Supervisor for Magellan Midstream Partners, L.P. provided the presentation assisted by Harold Johnson.  Magellan’s primary business is the transportation, storage and distribution of refined petroleum products.  He informed members about Magellan’s 8,500 miles-long pipeline system for transporting refined petroleum products.  The system also includes over 80 petroleum products terminals and a 1,100-mile ammonia pipeline system.  The pipelines are made of steel and were built in the 1940’s and 1950’s.  Every five years there is an internal inspection of the pipeline to check for cracks and metal loss.

Computerized Control Centers use remote telemetry equipment to monitor the pipelines 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  The Control Centers can quickly shut down equipment and dispatch emergency crews when needed.  The Command Center is located in Tulsa Oklahoma.  

Mr. Paul extended an invitation to law enforcement and fire personnel to tour the terminal facility which includes 27 storage tanks.  Most of the tanks were constructed in the 1930’s and 1950’s.  The largest tank holds 2.8 million gallons of product.  Storage tanks holding gasoline have internal floating roofs, high-level alarms, and electrical switches all based off the level of product within the tank.  The system is designed so that if the gauges aren’t working, the electrical switch provides a backup to prevent the tank from overfilling.  The number 1 and 2 products off loaded at the terminal facility are unleaded gas and #2 fuel oil.  
The leading cause of pipeline incidents is excavation activity.  Magellan has a 24-hour number for first responders to use. They urged the use of the one-call system before digging near their pipeline and stressed the importance of collecting accurate information such as what you see, smell and the location of a suspected leak. First responders were advised not to attempt to manually close any valves.  
Magellan frequently receives calls about natural gas smells.  They will dispatch someone to check it out; a lot of times they notify MUD.  During normal business hours, Magellan has a 30-minute response time from the time that someone calls the 24-hour number.  In the event of an incident, the Control Center can shut a line down in a matter of 15 minutes.  Magellan would be responsible for product recovery and would subcontract for any required environmental clean-up.
A motion was made by Phyllis Dutton and seconded by Jim Nelson to approve the February 11, 2009 Meeting Minutes.  All were in favor, none opposed and motion carried.

Tier II Reports:  Chairperson Reiter informed the committee that she received 179 Tier II Reports as of 9 March, down from 276 reports received for the 2007 reporting period.   She reported that she met with Capt Hildebrandt from Omaha Fire along with the Fire Marshall to ensure the LEPC and OFD Tier II databases were consistent.  The biggest problem she identified is business not using a current mailing address for the Tier II Report Coordinator.  The NEMA website includes a listing of Tier II Report Coordinators for each county along with current mailing information.
A motion was made by Phyllis Dutton and seconded by Doug Clark to reach out to the industries and businesses who file Tier II Reports.  Dorothy Lanphier agreed to contact Russ Baker from OPPD to determine if previous letters of support were sent to area businesses.  

The LEPC checking account was closed out. The amount that was withdrawn from the checking account balance was $62.05.  The funds were given to Vice Chair Doug Clark to purchase another banner from Design A Sign to replace the missing Douglas County LEPC Banner.  

Tonya Ngotel informed the committee about upcoming meetings and trainings.  The 7 April Meeting of the State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) will be held at 1:00 P.M. at the Sorrell Center on the UNMC Campus.  
The 2-day Biopreparedness Symposium held in Lincoln on 8-9 Jul will feature a chemical focus.  Chemist Dick Christensen, SERC Chairperson, will provide a presentation on Chemicals in Your Community.   Cost to attend the symposium is $50.00.  Tonya offered to check into whether an HMEP mini-grant could be used to cover the cost of attending the conference.  If approved, cost reimbursement would be granted for hotel, mileage and conference registration. 
The SERC will sponsor two people from the Douglas County LEPC to attend the Region 7 LEPC Conference in Kansas City, MO on August 6th – 9th, 2009.  Jon Pieters and Ted Argintean were selected to represent the Douglas County LEPC at the conference. 

Another upcoming event is the Health and Safety Summit which is scheduled for May 12-13 at the Qwest Center in Omaha.  In the past, the Douglas County LEPC provided outreach with Sarpy and Pottawattamie County LEPCs.  Due to member unavailability, LEPC outreach will not be provided at the Health and Safety Summit this year.
The next meeting of the Douglas County LEPC is scheduled for June 3, 2009 starting at 8:00 A.M. at the Douglas/Sarpy County Extension Office.  After the business meeting, LEPC appointed members will be invited to tour the new MUD Water Treatment Plant in West Omaha.

Lynn Knudtson moved to adjourn the meeting; the motion was seconded by Jon Pieters.  All were in favor, none opposed and motion carried.
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