Community Gardens within the Environmental Element of the City Plan

Interests in Community Gardens
In recent years, the number of various individuals and organizations in the Omaha community and metropolitan area who have an interest in environmental issues has increased significantly.  Interests range from green building to community gardens; sustainable living practices to protection of wooded hillsides. The work of groups as diverse as those promoting active living or those setting urban design standards is connected to environmental issues and the need for a shared community vision.
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Land
2. Create and conserve open space as integrated, connected green infrastructure in dense neighborhoods throughout the community.

Objective 2.2.   Develop resources to promote effective community gardens and local food production.  
· Ensure that city codes do not contain roadblocks that discourage community gardens and local food production and work with Douglas County offices to eliminate obstacles. 

Pgs. 23/24
Residential – Renovation/New construction
Promote the renovation and construction of healthy residential properties that minimize waste and the consumption of energy and water while also encouraging the production of food and power. Create “regenerative” residential communities that produce energy, feed people, clean water, improve health, incorporate waste into the nutrient cycle and demonstrate sustainable living.

7.
Promote residential food production and eliminate barriers that discourage it.

7.1
Work with the County Extension Service and community garden groups, such as City Sprouts, to promote residential gardening within the city.

Pgs. 81-83
10. Encourage the use of urban sites for agriculture production, reduce the need to haul “yard waste,” and reduce chemical pollution.

10.
Encourage personal and community gardens through the use of funding for programs such as City Sprouts.
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Issues and Directions 
· Healthy and locally and sustainably grown foods need to be available to all; food systems need to be considered, from community gardens and local growers to food banks and close-proximity corner stores with affordable fresh and healthy greens.
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Active Omaha
Become an active community that supports healthy lifestyles with multiple and diverse environments to promote physical activity for all people for every season.
3. Locate and design parks, open spaces, public spaces, trails, streets, sidewalks, and recreational facilities to promote everyday physical activity in all seasons.

3.9
Design and maintain parks, open spaces and community gardens that complement the cultural preferences of neighborhood populations.

Pgs. 118-120

Healthy Omaha 
Become a community that ensures its people have equitable access to foods, services, and opportunities that support their emotional, mental, social, spiritual and physical well-being. 
2.
Develop and implement food policies and systems – grocery stores, convenience shops, restaurants, community gardens, etc. - that make healthy affordable and quality food choices available and accessible in all neighborhoods.

2.6
Explore the feasibility of removing barriers to allowing the distribution of produce from community gardens to improve access to underserved areas.
2.8
Expand farmers markets, community gardens and local buying of fruits and vegetables to assure affordable access for all residents.

2.11  Work with the Chamber of Commerce to seek corporate sponsorship of community gardens and school gardens.
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