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The Cole Creek Health Impact Assessment Brief was intentionally designed to be readable and engaging 

for community members and other stakeholders.  To make the HIA Brief “digestible,” a large amount of 

the data generated during the HIA was not included.  The following appendices make this information 

available to those who are interested in exploring these areas in more depth. 

 

Scope for the Health Impact Assessment………………………………………………... Appendix A 

Full Size or Additional Maps………………....……………………………………………….. Appendix B 

 Cole Creek Vacant Lots – Full Map  

 Cole Creek Vacant Lots – North Segment  

 Cole Creek Vacant Lots – Middle Segment 

 Cole Creek Vacant Lots – South Segment 

 Douglas County Health Dept. – Potential for Impact Map 

 Trust for Public Land – ParkScore Map 

References…………………………………………………………………………………………….. Appendix C 

 

 

Individuals who are interested in conducting a similar HIA – or local stakeholders who have questions or 

comments about the HIA methodology or findings – are welcome to contact the Douglas County Health 

Department to learn more. 

 

Primary Contact: 

Andy Wessel, MPH 

Community Health Planner 

Douglas County Health Department 

(402) 444-7225 

andy.wessel@douglascounty-ne.gov 



Cole Creek 

HIA Scoping Worksheet 

Key Health  

Determinants 

Baseline Research Questions Impact Research Questions Research Tasks Data Sources 

Vacant Land 

 
 What vacant lots exist along Cole 

Creek? 

 What ones are owned by the City 

as part of the FEMA flood buyout? 

 

 What effect does vacant land have on crime and 

safety? 

 What effect does vacant land have on trash and 

other nuisances? 

 What difference to health does it make convert-

ing vacant land to moderately maintained 

greenspace such as Clean and Green?  

 What difference does it make converting vacant 

land to a community garden? 

 What difference to health does it make convert-

ing vacant land to a park? 

 Map vacant lots and City-owned vacant lots along 

Cole Creek. 

 Research effects of vacant land on crime and 

safety 

 Research effects of vacant land of trash and other 

nuisances? 

 Research impact of converting to Clean and 

Green lots, community garden, and park? 

 GIS 

 

 Lit Review 

 

 Lit Review 

 

 Lit Review 

Greenspace 

Access 
 What is the current level of park 

access in the Cole Creek area? 

 Do any community gardens exist in 

the area? 

 How many children live near the 

lot proposed to be designated as 

park land? 

 What health effects occur with increased expo-

sure to greenspace?  Increased exposure to 

parks? 

 Do those effect differ for children? 

 Map level of park access using TPL data 

 Determine if any community gardens exist nearby 

 Research the number of children living near Ben-

son Gardens and Lake 

 Research the health effects of green space 

 Research the health effects of parks 

 Confirm effect for children 

 TPL Parkscore  

 DCHD map 

 Census data 

 

 Lit Review 

 Lit Review 

 Lit Review 
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