
Decision Tree for Neighborhood Connections & Health Impacts 
Keeping Local Trips Local and Regional Trips Regional

A street connection is needed to avoid local trips increasing 
congestion on arterial roads. Too much congestion increases 
stress, air pollution and the likelihood of cut-through traffic 

Evaluate if the connection is truly needed 
to keep local trips on local streets and 
longer regional trips on arterial roads

A pedestrian-bike path (or a full street 
connection with barriers for cars) 

would be a good way to provide for 
local trips by walking and biking

A street connection or a 
pedestrian-bike path is needed so residents 

can make local trips directly and safely

Is  congestion on 
nearby arterial roads a 

concern now?

Would a street connection 
create a shorter trip for arterial 

traffic in terms of time?

Are there likely to be other 
types of nearby destinations that 
would generate local trips from 

residents?

Traffic calming does not seem to be 
necessary for the street connection

Traffic calming is likely needed to 
mitigate potential risks from cut-through 
traffic, speeding, or increased traffic with                

the new street connection 

Do nearby local streets 
experience a high rate of 

speeding (15% of car driving over 
30 mph or 5% of cars driving             

over 35 mph)?

Would the connection 
increase traffic volumes 

significantly (50% or greater 
increase or peak volumes over 

200 cars per hour)? 

Balancing different priorities when 
connecting an existing neighborhood and 
a new commercial or housing development 
is challenging and often controversial.  
This decision tree is intended to support 
policy-makers, city staff, and neighborhood 
residents in protecting health and safety 
outcomes in making these connectivity 
decisions. 

This decision tree was created by the Douglas 
County Health Department in partnership 
with the City of Omaha and stakeholders 
from the Candlewood, Fire Ridge, and 
Royalwood Estates neighborhoods.

For more information, including 
the full Neighborhood Connections 
Health Impact Assessment, please visit                               
www.douglascountyhealth.com/healthy-
community/health-impact-assessments.

Are there likely to be
public facilities such as a school, 
park, or community center that 

would have high use by children, 
the elderly, or people 

who are disabled?
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